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The tree is among those plum
trees which flower in the second
half of April.

The fruit is large (4 - 5.5 cm),
rounded, orangy-red and strewn
with golden dots. There is a
shallow groove from the stalk
end to fruit tip. The flesh is
sweet and juicy with a good
depth of flavour. The flesh tends
to stick to the stone.

Fruit usually ripen in the second
half of August.

THE DENBIGH PLUM
FEAST

Denbigh holds an annual Denbigh
Plum Festival in October. This
festival is unique to Denbigh town

In North Wales, and particularly in the
Vale of Clwyd, many people know of
the ‘Denbigh Plum’. However, the true
identity and status of the Denbigh Plum
remain uncertain. Are all ‘Denbighs’ the
same? What is the extent of their
distribution, and are they threatened?

The origins of the Denbigh Plum
are poorly understood. What little
is known suggests that the original
tree was growing in Denbigh in

and a great day out for food lovers. about 1784, having either been
found there, or perhaps introduced
by a local nursery man. Although
‘Denbighs’ are usually grafted
onto other rootstocks, they can
grow into reasonable trees on their
own roots. They can therefore be
grown from suckers so you could

give one to a friend!
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You can taste and buy Denbigh
Plum pies, luxury plum chocolates,
cakes, jams, chutneys and even
more unusual and inventive dishes
such as plum bread, plum wine,
plum cider and plum vodkal

Find us on 3

facebook.com/The-Denbigh-Plum




Protecting the Denbigh Plum

An application has been made for Europe-
wide Protected Geographical Indication
(PGI) status. This means that the name
‘Denbigh Plum’ would have the same
protected status as Melton Mowbray pork
pies and Stilton cheese.

How can you help?

An important step for us is to find out where
supposed Denbigh Plum trees are located,
especially any particularly old or large trees.

If you would like to contribute records of the
whereabouts of Denbigh Plum trees or have
other information that may be helpful, please
submit your records via Cofnod’s Online
Recording System, www.cofnod.org.uk (use
the special recording form for Denbigh
Plums).

Want to grow your own? Denbigh
plums can be
eaten straight from
the tree. They are
also good for

Just search online for ‘Denbigh Plum tree’ for local
growers. The tree is partially self-pollinating so a single
tree will produce some fruit, but more can be expected if
you have another tree that flowers at the same time
(second half of April).

Young fruit trees are grafted onto different rootstocks which
determine the eventual tree size (10 - 15 feet). Bigger trees are
more robust and produce more fruit, but take up more space.

Always choose a bigger rootstock if you need extra anchorage or your soil is poor
(very wet, dry or rocky). Small trees cannot compete with grass and weeds. All
plums prefer sites protected from late frosts.

Want to plant an orchard?

There are several local food producers looking for suppliers. Contact
valeofclwyddenbighplum@gmail. com for further information.

This flyer was produced by the Denbigh Plum Agrisgdp group, part of the Farming Connect programme which is
funded through the Welsh Government Rural Communities - Rural Development Programme 2014- 2020, which is
funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the Welsh Government.
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